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Blood trarlsfiisions have always been an ernergency atld a life savlllg procedure itl veterinary 
practice for bodl strlall and large anitrlals. Till date, tlJere is no proper equipped lUlinlal Blood 
I3a...~k for \ietennary patients in India. l.,ack of blood typing kits, blood col1ecticrn, storage 
equiprnents and donors at crisis tnOnlents conttnue to be a constraint for th.e needy anirnals . 
.-~\lladras \leterinary (~oilege, a constituent pre1nier institute of'1~."-N lJV·J~S is estabJish1ng an 
/\l111Ua; BJood Bank \XThich will be unique in India to help in saving the lives of pet dogs. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
•	 I am willing to donate blood from my pet dogy is n1Y dog eUgible for blood 

donation? 
'Your pet dog ­

1.	 Should be 1 to 8 years old. 
2.	 Should be cHnicaHy healthy. 
3.	 Should \-veigh a nlininlUill of 20 kgsr 
4.	 Should have been vaccinated (not within 2 weeks) and de\"IOrrned 

periodically. 
5.	 If fernale J then shouldnft be pregnant or d~~Bv.:;n~d pups. 
6.	 Shouldn't have donated blood within three nlonths. 
7.	 Should be free from infectious and haei1l0protozoan d~seases. 

8.	 Should not have received blood earlier. 

4D How is the blood taken fronl my dog? 

For friendly, co-operative dogs, no sedat~on is required for blood collection. The 
dog is rnade to Be dOlt\Jn in !ateral side and a srnaU area on the neck is cUpped and 
b;ood is collected from the jugular vein. 

If your dog is un co-operativef restiess then blood collection win be done under 
sedation! in which case your pet should be brought ~n an enlpty stonlach. 

•	 How much blood will be collected from my dog? 
Around 300 - 400 nll oj: vvilole blood can be coUect~~d dep~~nding on the donor 
body It\l€ight. 

•	 Will nlV pet feel unwell after blood donation? 
The blood collection will cause no harrn to your pet. If your dog is sedated, then it 
"'vHI tak.:: SOine tin1e for recov~~ry. 

Intravenous ftu!ds are given after the collection to cornpensate the volurne Joss. 

•	 Are there blood groups for clogs, like hUfllans? 
Yes" there are nlore than seven blood groups out of vvhich DEA1.1 type is the nlost 
signif~cant for blood transfusjons~ which v,;iU be typed for your dog free of cost. 
If your pet dog is DEA 1.1 NEGATIVE! then hisl tler blood can be donated to any 
other dog, 



8 My dog is a Gerrnan shepherd; will his blood be useful for other breeds? 
Dog blood groups are not breed specific; like hurnans. Any breed can donate blood 
to any other breed. 

•	 Do I have to give any medicines for blood production?
 
No. -rh;~ biood wiU b.~ produced vvithin 3 \\le.~ks naturaHy»
 

•	 WiU proper disposables be used to,- blood collection? 
The blood bag cornes with an attached needle j hence each bag \lviB be used for 
each dog and after transfusion of the blood, and the bag vviH be properly disposed. 
The blood bag cannot be re-used. 

•	 How will nlY pet6 s blood be used? 
~'{our do~(s blood v'JHI b.~ used to save critic:aUy HI dogs that suffer f:ronl an.:;n1Ia of 
any cause or b~ood loss of various reasons or pre/ post sur~Jical rnanagernent as 
and v'Jhen n~quired. 

•	 How often can tny dog donate blood a yea,-?
 
Dogs can donat.~ blood ;~very three ITIonths in a year.
 

•	 What do tne and Iny pet benefit f,-on1 the blood donation? 
If your pet donates blood t\lVO tirnes a year! after the second blood donation j you 
vv~H be given­

1.	 Blood donor privilege card with your dogs' blood group done free: 
\l'lhich vviU help your pet in case of ernergency. 

2..	 Your pet dog wHl undergo a FREE HEALTH CHECK (clin~cal exarnination 
and blood tests It\Jhen required) valid for once a year frorn the date of first 
transfusion. 

3.	 You can bring your dog f=or (Jut Patient iJnits or En1ergency IJnitsj" ;£1 case of 
Ernergencies and FREE REGIS1-RATION CHARGES and EMERGENCY 
CHAR.GES,. 

4.	 Your dog win also be given feed supplernents and rnultivitarnins. 

Contact: Enlergency and Critical Care Unit, Resident Veterinary Services Section! f\1adras 
Veterinary College, Chennai - 600 007 
Phone - 044-25381509, 044-25385701 
E nlail: tanuvasanimalbloodbank@gnlaiLconl 

Please {j(Jna.te your (Jog's blo()d tf) save anot.tler df)g'S .Iife 

Blood donation is priceless and a gesture 
of good will in saving other dogs life ! 




